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    April 30, 2009 
 
Noah Hall 
Executive Director 
Great Lakes Environmental Law Center 

 
 
Subject: Freedom of Information Act Request dated April 23, 2009 

 09-080 Hall 
 
Dear Mr. Hall: 
 

I am responding to your request under the Michigan Freedom of Information Act, dated April 23, 
2009.  Your request for “all records produced, prepared, or otherwise created by Ann Arbor City Council 
members during the City Council’s February 17, 2009 meeting” is granted in part and denied in part. The 
information has been denied to the extent that the following redactions have occurred: 
 

1. Information of a personal nature if public disclosure of the information would constitute a 
clearly unwarranted invasion of an individual’s privacy.  MCL 15.243(1)(a) 

 
2. Documents and portions of documents that constitute communications from attorneys in the 

City Attorney's Office to City staff and/or Council members.  These documents are subject to 
the attorney-client privilege and/or work product privilege.  MCL 15.243(1)(g), (h) 

 
 The City does not warrant or guarantee the accuracy of the information provided. Rather, it 
provides the documents only to comply in good faith with the Michigan Freedom of Information Act, and 
not for any other purpose.   
 
 Please note that for cost savings, the City has attempted to omit any records released as part of 
your previous request.  Additionally, the City has attempted to avoid producing multiple copies of a 
document when more than one Council member produced it.  Also, because of redactions, the City was 
unable to simply forward these documents electronically. 
 
 If you receive written notice that your request has been denied, in whole or in part, under Section 
10 of the Act, you may, at your option either: (1) submit to the City Administrator a written appeal that 
specifically states the word “appeal” and identifies the reason(s) for reversal of the disclosure denial; or 
(2) file a lawsuit in the circuit court to compel the City’s disclosure of the record.  If after judicial review, 
the circuit court determines that the City has not complied with the Act, you may be awarded reasonable 
attorneys’ fees and damages as specified under the Act. 
 
 The Michigan Freedom of Information Act specifically provides that a public body may charge a 
fee for searching for and copying a public record.  The cost for copying the records is $7.86 payable to 
the City of Ann Arbor.   



 

 
The breakdown of the copying costs is as follows: 
 
8 ½” x 11” copies 37 pgs @ .05/page    $1.85 
Staff-time 30 min  @ $12.02/hr   $6.01 
                    $7.86 
 
 Upon receipt of this amount, the documents will be released to you. Your documents may be 
picked up in the Community Services Office (Sixth Floor, City Hall), Monday through Friday, between the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., or alternatively, if requested, the documents will be mailed to you upon 
receipt of the stated cost plus postage (include additional cost of $4.80 for postage).  Please mail your 
check to Steve Bartha at the address noted above. 
 

If you have any questions concerning this response, please contact Steve Bartha, City FOIA 
Coordinator, (734)794-6210, ext. 42198. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Jayne S. Miller 

       Community Services Administrator 
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