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IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED 
that: 
 
1. The State of Illinois and its municipalities, political 
subdivisions, agencies, and instrumentalities, 
including, among others, the cities of Chicago, 
Evanston, Highland Park, Highwood and Lake 
Forest, the villages of Wilmette, Kenilworth, 
Winnetka, and Glencoe, the Elmhurst-Villa Park-
Lombard Water Commission, the Chicago Park 
District and the Metropolitan Sanitary District of 
Greater Chicago, their employees and agents and all 
persons assuming to act under their authority, are 
hereby enjoined from diverting any of the waters of 
Lake Michigan or its watershed into  the Illinois 
waterway, whether by way of domestic pumpage from 
the lake the sewage effluent derived from which 
reaches the Illinois waterway, or by way of storm 
run-off from the Lake Michigan watershed which is 
diverted into the Sanitary and Ship Canal, or by way 
of direct diversion from the lake into the canal, in 
excess of an average for all of them combined of 3,200 
cubic feet per second. "Domestic pumpage," as used in 
this decree, includes water supplied to commercial 
and industrial establishments and "domestic use" 
includes use by such establishments. The water 
permitted by this decree to be diverted from Lake 
Michigan and its watershed may be apportioned by 
the State of Illinois among its municipalities, political 
subdivisions, agencies, and instrumentalities  for 
domestic use or for direct diversion into the Sanitary 
and Ship Canal to maintain it in a reasonably 
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satisfactory sanitary condition, in such manner and 
amounts and by and through such instrumentalities 
as the State may deem proper, subject to any 
regulations imposed by Congress in the interests of 
navigation or pollution control. 
 
2. The amount of water diverted into the Sanitary 
and Ship Canal directly from Lake Michigan and as 
storm runoff from the Lake Michigan watershed shall 
be determined by deducting from the total flow in the 
canal at Lockport (a) the total amount of domestic 
pumpage from Lake Michigan and from ground 
sources in the Lake Michigan watershed, except to 
the extent that any such ground sources are supplied 
by infiltration from Lake Michigan, by the State of 
Illinois and its municipalities, political subdivisions, 
agencies, and instrumentalities the sewage effluent 
derived from which reaches the canal, (b) the total 
amount of domestic pumpage from ground and 
surface sources outside the Lake Michigan watershed 
the sewage effluent derived from which reaches the 
canal, (c) the total estimated storm runoff from the 
upper Illinois River watershed reaching the canal, (d) 
the total amount of domestic pumpage from all 
sources by municipalities and political subdivisions of 
the States of Indiana and Wisconsin the sewage 
effluent derived from which reaches the canal, and (e) 
any water diverted by Illinois, with the consent of the 
United States, into Lake Michigan from any source 
outside the Lake Michigan watershed. 
 
3. For the purpose of determining whether the total 
amount of water diverted from Lake Michigan by the 
State of Illinois and its municipalities, political sub-
divisions, agencies and instrumentalities is not in 
excess of the maximum amount permitted by this 
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decree, the amounts of domestic pumpage from the 
lake by the State and its municipalities, political sub-
divisions, agencies and instrumentalities the sewage 
and sewage effluent derived from which reaches the 
Illinois waterway, either above or below Lockport, 
shall be added to the amount of direct diversion into 
the canal from the lake  and storm runoff reaching 
the canal from the Lake Michigan watershed 
computed as provided in Paragraph 2 of this decree. 
The annual accounting period shall consist of twelve 
months terminating on the last day of September. A 
period of forty (40) years, consisting of the current 
annual accounting period and the previous thirty-
nine (39) such periods (all after the effective date of 
this decree), shall be permitted, when necessary, for 
achieving an average diversion which is not in excess 
of the maximum permitted amount; provided, 
however, that the average diversion in any annual 
accounting  period shall not exceed 3680 cubic feet 
per second, except that in any two (2) annual 
accounting periods within a forty (40) year period, the 
average annual diversion may not exceed 3840 cubic 
feet per second as a result of extreme hydrologic 
conditions; and, that for the first thirty-nine (39) 
years the cumulative algebraic sum of each annual 
accounting period's average diversion minus 3200 
cubic feet per second shall not exceed 2000 cubic feet 
per second-years. All measurements and 
computations required by this decree shall be made 
by the appropriate officers, agencies or 
instrumentalities of the State of Illinois, or the Corps 
of Engineers of the United States Army subject to 
agreement with and cost-sharing by the State of 
Illinois for all reasonable costs including equipment, 
using the best current engineering practice and 
scientific knowledge. If made by the State of Illinois, 
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the measurements and computations shall be 
conducted under the continuous supervision and 
direction of the Corps of Engineers of the United 
States Army in cooperation and consultation with the 
United States Geological Survey, including but not 
limited to periodic field investigation of measuring 
device calibration and data gathering. All 
measurements and computations made by the State 
of Illinois shall be subject to periodic audit by the 
Corps of Engineers. An annual report on the 
measurements and computations required by this 
decree shall be issued by the Corps of Engineers. Best 
current engineering practice and scientific knowledge 
shall be determined within six (6) months after 
implementation of the decree based upon a 
recommendation from a majority of the members of a 
three-member committee. The members of this 
committee shall be appointed by the Chief of 
Engineers of the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers. The members shall be selected on the 
basis of recognized experience and technical expertise 
in flow measurement or hydrology. None of the 
committee members shall be employees of the Corps 
of Engineers or employees or paid consultants of any 
of the parties to these proceedings other than the 
United States. The Corps of Engineers shall convene 
such a committee upon implementation of this decree 
and at least each five (5) years after implementation 
of this decree to review and report to the Corps of 
Engineers and the parties on the method of 
accounting and the operation of the accounting 
procedure. Reasonable notice of these meetings must 
be given to each of the parties. Each party to these 
proceedings shall have the right to attend committee 
meetings, inspect any and all measurement facilities 
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and structures, have access to any data and reports 
and be permitted to take its own measurements. 
 
4. The State of Illinois may make application for a 
modification of this decree  so as to permit the 
diversion of additional water from Lake Michigan for 
domestic use when and if it appears that the 
reasonable needs of the Northeastern Illinois 
Metropolitan Region (comprising Cook, Du Page, 
Kane, Lake, McHenry, and Will Counties) for water 
for such use cannot be met from the water resources 
available to the region, including both ground and 
surface water and the water permitted by this decree 
to be diverted from Lake Michigan, and if it further 
appears that all feasible means reasonably available 
to the State of Illinois and its municipalities, political 
subdivisions, agencies, and instrumentalities  have 
been employed to improve the water quality of the 
Sanitary and Ship Canal and to conserve and manage 
the water resources of the region and the use of water 
therein in accordance with the best modern scientific 
knowledge and engineering practice. 
 
5. This decree shall become effective on March 1, 
1970, and shall thereupon supersede the decree 
entered by this Court in Nos. 1, 2, and 3, Original 
Docket, on April 21, 1930, as enlarged May 22, 1933, 
provided that for the period between January 1, 1970, 
and March 1, 1970, the amount of water diverted by 
Illinois into the Sanitary and Ship Canal (determined 
in accordance with paragraph 2 of this decree) shall 
not exceed an average of 1,500 cubic feet per second. 
The amendment to Paragraph 3 of this decree shall 
take effect on the first day of October following the 
passage into law by the General Assembly of the 
State of Illinois of an amendment to the Level of Lake 
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Michigan Act providing that the amount used for 
dilution in the Sanitary and Ship Canal for water 
quality purposes shall not be increased above three 
hundred twenty (320) cubic feet per second, and that 
in allocations to new users of Lake Michigan water, 
allocations for domestic purposes be given priority 
and to the extent practicable allocations to new users 
of Lake Michigan water shall be made with the goal 
of reducing withdrawals from the Cambrian-
Ordovician aquifer. 
 
6. The complaint of the State of Illinois in No. 11, 
Original Docket, on behalf of its instrumentality, the 
Elmhurst-Villa Park-Lombard Water Commission, is 
hereby dismissed, without prejudice to that 
Commission sharing in the water permitted by this 
decree to be diverted from Lake Michigan. 
 
7. Any of the parties hereto may apply at the foot of 
this decree for any other or further action or relief, 
and this Court retains jurisdiction of the suits in Nos. 
1, 2, and 3, Original Docket, for the purpose of 
making any order or direction, or modification of this 
decree, or any supplemental decree, which it may 
deem at any time to  
be proper in relation to the subject matter in 
controversy. 
 
8. All the parties to these proceedings shall bear their 
own costs. The costs and expenses of the Special 
Master shall be equally divided between the plaintiffs 
as a group and the defendants as a group in Nos. 1, 2, 
and 3, Original Docket. The costs and expenses thus 
imposed upon the plaintiffs and defendants shall be 
borne by the individual plaintiffs and defendants, 
respectively, in equal shares.  
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