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Honorable Jennifer M. Granholm 
Honorable John D. Cherry, Jr. 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 30013 
Lansing, MI  48909 
 
Dear Governor Granholm and Lt. Governor Cherry: 
 
 I am in receipt of your letter sent today regarding the threat posed by the continuing 
movement of Asian Carp up the Chicago Shipping and Sanitary Canal, a waterway that 
ultimately connects with Lake Michigan through the Chicago River.  Your letter requests that my 
office evaluate taking legal action to address the threat that these invasive and destructive fish 
will enter the Great Lakes.   
 
 As you aware, protecting the Great Lakes from invasive species has been one my highest 
priorities – I have sued the federal government three times to compel them to use the Clean 
Water Act to prevent the introduction of invasive species, and I supported and successfully 
defended Michigan’s first-in-the-nation ballast water regulation.   
 
 Consistent with my commitment to protecting the Great Lakes, my office had already 
begun evaluating legal options for addressing the Asian Carp threat.  And today I sent a letter to 
the United States Army Corps of Engineers, Illinois Governor Pat Quinn, and the head of the 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago insisting that they take action to 
prevent the Asian Carp from entering the Great Lakes.  The letter states that absent assurance 
that specific actions will be taken to prevent Asian Carp from entering the Great Lakes, I am 
prepared to pursue legal remedies that could include filing an action against responsible parties. 
 
 If legal action is necessary, I trust my staff can count on the support of all relevant agency 
staff, including staff of the Departments of Environmental Quality and Natural Resources.  And I 
trust that your staff and the staff of those agencies will immediately provide all relevant 
information that supports your request to pursue action to close the Chicago Shipping and 
Sanitary Canal, including any information regarding the potential economic impact to Michigan 
from closure of the Canal, and information from Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
staff that are currently working with officials from the State of Illinois, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, and the Water Reclamation District to apply retonone in the Canal. 
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 If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Chief Deputy Carol Isaacs at  
(517) 373-1115. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
       Mike Cox 
       Attorney General 
 
 


